CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

products. Indians attribute the decline of
their arts and crafts, as they attribute every-
thing else, to the malign activities of the
British Government. I believe they do not
go deep enough They should attribute it to
the lack of effective and positive taste among
their own leaders.

To stun up, I find in India a peculiar
civilisation, antithetical to that of the West.
I find a religious consciousness which negates
what is really the religious postulate of
the West, that life in time is the real and
important life; and a social institution,
caste, which negates the implicit assump-
tion of the West, that the desirable thing is
equality of opportunity. I find also that in
India the contact between East and West
assumes a form peculiarly acute and irritat-
ing, owing to the fact that India has been
conquered and is governed by a Western
Power. But the contact, none the less, is
having the same disintegrating effect it pro-
duces in other Eastern countries. And I do
not doubt that sooner or later, whether or
no British rule maintains itself, the religious
consciousness of India will be transformed by
the methods and results of positive science,
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